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What is in a name?

1. What is your name and how did
you get this name, and why?

2. Share your name and what is
Important to you about it.
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So — what IS in a hame?

Names are —

 Personal and represent what we want to be called by others
 |Important for acknowledging and respecting others

« Reflect culture, family, political, and historical meanings

« A way of respecting identities

* |Important for seeing and connecting people and what they
do and say
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Liberating practice

1. Today's framing argument

2. The power of discretionary spaces

3. Supporting learners’ mathematical flourishing by
liberating practice
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Liberating practice
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Li berating practice: (lib"er a ting prak’ tis)

1. Classrooms that are culturally responsive and
IN which the goal of the curriculum is
liberation and centers the knowledge and
experiences of Black and Brown students

2. Practice that is liberated from normalized

patterns that harm Black and Brown
students
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The pervasiveness of racism and racial injustice
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The pervasiveness of racism and racial injustice

What does
schooling have to
do with it?
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Racial injustice is systemic.

« Social systems are structured with patterns of racism and
Injustice.

 The people who work in these systems are educated in our
nation’s schools.

e The teachers and curricula dominant in our education
system comprise a curriculum of white supremacy.
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Racial injustice is systemic.

« Social systems are structured with patterns of racism and
INnjustice.

 The people who work in these systems are educated in our
nation’s schools.

e The teachers and curricula dominant in our education
system comprise a curriculum of white supremacy.

It is also systemically embedded in nhormalized teaching practice.
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The content we teach and  1he culture, norms, and
whose knowledge it routines of the classroom, the

represents schc?c?l, and relationships thh
families and the community —
and whose norms these reflect
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Patterns of discipline and punishment
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Patterns of discipline and punishment

What is learned
from these
patterns?
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Liberating practice

1. Today's framing argument

2. The power of discretionary spaces

3. Supporting learners’ mathematical flourishing by
liberating practice
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Is there a teacher who had a
significant impact on you?
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Codee

Brendan

What stands out to you?
What patterns do you notice?
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Video: Brendan
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Video: Codee
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Discretionary spaces lie in the many,
mMany moment-to-moment moves,

uses of language, and decisions that
are Inevitable In practice.

These are both crucial resources for
supporting students and also where

harm happens.
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1. Teaching and learning are constructed interactively and
are interpretive.
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1. Teaching and learning are constructed interactively and
are interpretive.

2. They take place within broad historical and socio-political
environments.
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1.

2.
3.

Teaching is powerful. When it is done with care and

judgment, students can thrive—learn content,
develop positive identities, learn to value others and

work collectively.
Teaching also involves enormous discretion.

How that discretion is exercised can either reinforce

racialized and oppressive patterns of social, personal,
and epistemic injustice and harm, or it can disrupt

these patterns.
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Re-seeing the familiar

Context Viewing focus

« Fifth grade class What is likely to happen next?

« Predominantly Black
chhll.dren, afew Latineand  Thisis alens on “normal” practice.
wnite

« Working on mathematical
reasoning, permutations
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Miah and her classmates

Find all the ways to arrange the light green, purple, and
yellow rods into three-car trains, using exactly one of

each rod. .

How are you sure you have found ALL the ways? Prove
that you have all the possible ways to arrange the light
green, purple, and yellow rods into three-car trains.
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Miah presents
her proof.

3]
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VIDEO: Miah'’s proof
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What is likely to happen next?

NORMALIZED NEXT MOVES RESULT

34

[©) BY-NC-ND | This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-Noncommercial-NoDerivatives 4.0
International License: https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/

© 2024 Deborah Loewenberg Ball « Marsal Family School of Education ¢ University of Michigan « Ann Arbor, MI 48109



What is likely to happen next?

NORMALIZED NEXT MOVES RESULT

» “GCreat job, Miah. Miah showed us that we can * Miah, a Black girl, is praised for having the
arrange the rods 6 ways. Does everyone see right answer. But she is not positioned to
that?” take up comments from her peers.
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What is likely to happen next?

NORMALIZED NEXT MOVES

“Great job, Miah. Miah showed us that we can

arrange the rods 6 ways. Does everyone see
that?”

“Very nice, Miah. Miah showed us that we can put
the purple rod first two times and switch the
green and the yellow rods, then put the green
rod first, and switch the purple and yellow two
times, and then the same, putting the yellow first
and switching the other two.”

RESULT

* Miah, a Black girl, is praised for having the
right answer. But she is not positioned to
take up comments from her peers.

« Miah's answer is taken over and revoiced
and extended by the teacher. Her agency is
removed.
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What is likely to happen next?

NORMALIZED NEXT MOVES

“Great job, Miah. Miah showed us that we can
arrange the rods 6 ways. Does everyone see
that?”

“Very nice, Miah. Miah showed us that we can put
the purple rod first two times and switch the
green and the yellow rods, then put the green
rod first, and switch the purple and yellow two
times, and then the same, putting the yellow first
and switching the other two.”

“What Miah did was something that
mathematicians figure out with a factorial—
3times2times1.”

RESULT

Miah, a Black girl, is praised for having the
right answer. But she is not positioned to
take up comments from her peers.

Miah's answer is taken over and revoiced
and extended by the teacher. Her agency is
removed.

The class is not engaged in restating and
commenting on Miah's solution, so neither
she nor her classmates are positioned to do
collective work. -
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VIDEO: Miah explains her proof to the class
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How does this disrupt normalized practice?

* Miah is positioned as the author of the explanation and the
class as her peers to consider her solution.

* Miah is supported to hold the floor.

 Miah and her classmates are trusted to engage in the work.
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Liberating practice

1. Today's framing argument

2. The power of discretionary spaces

3. Supporting learners’ flourishing by liberating
practice
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What fraction of each
rectangle below is shaded

gray?
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Video: Antar, Gabriella, and Gabi
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T Teacher Who'd like to answer what you think about the Launch discussion
second rectangle? We're only going to be able to
talk about this briefly. We probably won't finish it.
Teacher Who'd like to explain what you think? Antar, what | Choose student to call
o you think?
Teacher ‘Could you come up 1o the board and explain? Frame task for student
Thank you. who Is presenting
Teacher Treally like the way that people who are coming to | Acknowledge
the board are doing today. You are explaining competence
really well.
Teacher Here's a marker. Can you explain your thinking? Provide material support
Antar I think it's not a fraction because all of the parts are | Listen
not equally the same shape.
Teacher Can you say that one more time to the class? Support presenter
Antar I think it's not a fraction because all the parts are Listen
not equally the same.
Teacher Can someone repeat what Antar said? Very nice, | Orient students to
Antar. presenter
Many students have their hands up
Teacher What did he say? Gabriella? Choose student to call
on
Gabriela Oh. He said that he doesn't think it's a fraction Listen
because not all the parts are equal.
Teacher Is that what you said? Position first student as
authority
Teacher Okay, would someone like to comment on that? Orient students to one
Agree or disagree with him? another
Teacher Okay, let's see, how about Gabi. Choose student to call
Gabi | disagree. Listen
Teacher What do you think? Pose question
Gabi I think the fraction is one-fourth. Listen
Teacher One-fourth? Do you want to come up and say why | Frame next step,
you think it's one fourth? support next presenter
Teacher Antar, do you want to stay there or do you wantto | Position student with
sit down? Okay. Thank you very much. Youdid a | agency, acknowledge
900d job of explaining your thinking. competance
Teacher So, let's hear what Gabrs thinking. Orient students 1o one
another
Gabi I think it's one-fourth because, like he said, all the | Listen
fractions aren't the same, but you can make them
the same by dividing a line down the middle.
Teacher Here's something you can use so if someone wants | Provide material support
to take it off again, they can. Okay. so now explain
what you've done. Talk to the class, okay?
Gabl | divided It down the middle because, since It's not Listen
equal, you have to make it equal.
Teacher And 0 then you decided? Probe
Gabi It's one-fourth. Listen
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Teacher Who'd like to answer what you think about the
second rectangle? We're only going to be able to
talk _about this briefly. We probably won't finish it.

Many students have thelr hands up

Teacher Antar, do you want to stay there or do you want to
sit down? Okay. Thank you very much. Youdid a

T Teacher Who'd like to answer what you think about the Launch discussion
second rectangle? We're only going to be able to
talk about this briefly. We probably won't finish it
Teacher Who'd like to explain what you think? Antar, what Choose student to call
do you think?
Teacher ‘Could you come up 1o the board and explain? Frame task for student
Thank you. who is presenting
Teacher 1really like the way that people who are coming to
the board are doing today. You are explaining competence
really well.
Teacher Here's a marker. Can you explain your thinking? Provide material support
Antar I think it's not a fraction because all of the parts are Listen
not equally the same shape.
Teacher Can you say that one more time to the class? Support presenter
Antar I think it's not a fraction because all the parts are Listen
not equally the same.
Teacher Can someone repeat what Antar said? Very nice, | Orient students to
Antar.
Many students have their hands up —
Teacher What did he say? Gabriella? Choose student to call
on
Gabriella Oh. He said that he doesn't think it's a fraction Listen
because not all the parts are equal.
Teacher Is that what you said? Position first student as
authority
Teacher Okay, would someone like to comment on that? Orient students to one
Agree or disagree with him? another
Teacher Okay, let's see, how about Gabi. Choose student to call
Gabi | disagree. Listen
Teacher What do you think? Pose question
Gabi I think the fraction is one-fourth. Listen
Teacher One-fourth? Do you want to come up and say why | Frame next step,
you think it's one fourth? support next presenter
Teacher Antar, do you want to stay there or do you wantto | Position student with
sit down? Okay. Thank you very much. Youdid a | agency, acknowledge
900d job of explaining your thinking. competance
Teacher So, let's hear what Gabrs thinking. Orient students 1o one
another
Gabi I think it's one-fourth because, like he said, all the Listen
fractions aren't the same, but you can make them
the same by dividing a kne down the middle._
Teacher Here's something you can use so if someone wants | Provide material support
to take it off again, they can. Okay. so now explain
what you've done. Talk to the class, okay?
Gabi | divided it down the middle because, since it's not Listen
equal, you have to make it equal.
Teacher And so then you decided? Probe
Gabi It's one-fourth Listen

good job of explaining your thinking.
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Teacher Who'd like to answer what you think about the Launch discussion
second rectangle? We're only going to be able to
talk about this briefly. We probably won't finish it
Teacher Who'd like to explain what you think? Antar, what Choose student to call
do you think?
Teacher Could you come up to the board and explain? Frame task for student
Thank you. who is
Teacher Treally like the way that people who are coming to | Acknowledge
the board are doing today. You are explaining competence
really well.
Teacher Here's a marker. Can you explain your thinking? Provide material support
Antar | think it's not a fraction because all of the parts are Listen
not equally the same shape
Teacher Can you say that one more time to the class? Support presenter
<
Antar I think it's not a fraction because all the parts are Listen
not equally the same.
Teacher Can someone repeat what Antar said? Very nice, | Orient students to
Antar. presenter
Many students have thelr hands up P N
Teacher What did he say? Gabrielia? Choose student to call |« —_— N S
on ' - ~ g— -
Gabriella Oh. He said that he doesn't think it's a fraction Listen ‘{ —
because not all the parts are equal // = =
<
Teacher s that what you said? Position first student as / /é
authority P // \
<=
Teacher Okay, would someone like to comment on that? Orient students to one g
Agree or disagree with him? another
Teacher Okay, lets see, how about Gabi. Choose student to call /
Gabi | disagree. Listen
Teacher What do you think? Pose question
Gabi | think the fraction is one-fourth. Listen ®
Teacher One-fourth? Do you want to come up and say why | Frame next step,
you think it's one fourth? support next presenter
Teacher Antar, do you want to stay there or do you wantto | Position student with
sit down? Okay. Thank you very much. Youdid a | agency, acknowledge
good job of explaining your thinking.
Teacher So, let's hear what Gabi's thinking. Orient students to one
another
Gabi | think it's one-fourth because, like he said, all the Listen g
fractions aren't the same, but you can make them
the same by dividing a kne down the middle._
Teacher Here's something you can use so if someone wants | Provide material support
to take it off again, they can. Okay, so now explain
what you've done. Talk to the class. okay?
Gabi | divided it down the middle because, since it's not Uisten
equal, you have to make it equal.
Teacher And so then you decided? Probe
Gabl It's one-fourth. Listen
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Teaching is dense with *

e
Teacher Who'd like to answer what you think about the Launch discussion
second rectangle? We're only going to be able to
talk_about this briefly. We probably won't finish it
Teacher Who'd like to explain what you think? Antar, what | Choose student to call
do you think?
Teacher Could you come up to the board and explain? Frame task for student
Thank you. who is
Teacher Ireally like the way that people who are comingto | Acknowledge
the board are doing today. You are explaining competence
really well.
Teacher Here's a marker. Can you explain your thinking? Provide material support
Antar Ithink it's not a fraction because all of the parts are | Listen
not equally the same shape
Teacher Can you say that one more time to the class? Support presenter P —
<
Antar Ithink it's not a fraction because all the parts are Listen
not equally the same.
Teacher Can someone repeat what Antar said? Very nice, | Orient students to
Antar. presenter
Many students have their hands up P
Teacher What did he say? Gabriella? Choose student to call |«
on ¢
Gabriela Oh. He said that he doesn't think it's a fraction Listen
because not all the parts are equal.
<
Teacher Is that what you sald? Position first student as [
authority P
<+
Teacher Okay, would someone like to comment on that? Orient students to one
Agree or disagree with him? another
Teacher Okay, let's see, how about Gabi. Choose student to call
Gabi | disagree. Listen
Teacher What do you think? Pose question
Gabi 1 think the fraction is one-fourth. Listen b
Teacher One-fourth? Do you want to come up and say why | Frame next step,
you think it's one fourth? support next presenter
Teacher Antar, do you want to stay there or do you wantto | Position student with
sit down? Okay. Thank you very much. Youdid a | agency, acknowledge
good job of explaining your thinking.
Teacher So, let's hear what Gabf's thinking. Orlent students to one
another
Gabi I think it's one-fourth because, like he said, all the | Listen
fractions aren't the same, but you can make them
the same by dividing a kne down the middle.
Teacher Here's something you can use so if someone wants | Provide material support
1o take It off again, they can. Okay. so now explain
what you've done. Talk to the class, okay?
Gabi I divided it down the middle because, since It's not Usten
equal. you have to make it equal.
Teacher And 50 then you decided? Probe
Gabi Its one-fourth. Listen

discretionary spaces”

25in 2:21
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Discretionary spaces and
the power of teaching

A discretionary space is where
interpretations, next moves,
comments, or questions are
necessarily determined by the
teacher—and not by a policy or
curriculum.

These interpretations and
actions are learned through
firsthand experience in society
and in school.

These interpretations and
actions are also habituated.
(Ngo, 2017, Noel, 2018, Sfard)
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And as the lesson is ending...

Antar’'s
right. It's
not equal.
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VIDEO: Kassie
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These moments: Filled with
discretionary spaces related to
reinforcing or disrupting
patterns of racism and harm
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These moments: Filled with
discretionary spaces related to
reinforcing or disrupting
patterns of racism and harm

What are some of the

discretionary spaces
and risks? ™

/L

N
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These moments: Filled with
discretionary spaces related to
reinforcing or disrupting
patterns of racism and harm

What are some of the

discretionary spaces
and risks? ™

/L

N

Antar Gabi Kassie
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These moments: Filled with
discretionary spaces related to
reinforcing or disrupting
patterns of racism and harm

What are some of the

discretionary spaces
and risks?

N

How are these three different Black children—Antar, Gabi, and
Kassie—positioned in front of their classmates—as contributing
to the mathematics, as lacking understanding? Are their
brilliance and humanity seen?

What is signaled about being a “doer of mathematics"—both

what and who?

What mathematical understanding is developing in the class Antar Gabi Kassie

How are Antar, Gabi, and Kassie experiencing their teacher, their
peers, this lesson?

What are the other children in the class learning about Black
children, about who and what it means to be “smart”?

(Gholson, 2021; Wilkes, 2021; Gholson & Martin, 2014; Langer-Osuna,

2015, 2017; Leonard & Martin, 2013; Martin, 2012, 2015) >3
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Liberating practice: Leveraging discretionary spaces

00:26:41 2:06:26 4:25:95
Racial narratives about Area models with fractions
‘ability’ and struggling Patterns related to being a
learners (Nasir & Shah, 2011; Shah, “doer of mathematics while
2017) Black” (Martin)
Patterns related to Black Views of mathematics as
girls (Gholson, 2016, 2021; Joseph, centered on narrow ideas
2017, Sengupta-lrving, 2020, about “correctness” and
Sengupta-lrving & Vossoughi, 2019) “ "
errors
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What would it take to learn to
use the discretionary spaces in
teaching in ways that advance

students’ mathematical
flourishing?

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN | MARSAL FAMILY SCHOOL OF EDUCATION | TEACHINGWORKS

[©) BY-NC-ND | This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-Noncommercial-NoDerivatives 4.0
International License: https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/

© 2024 Deborah Loewenberg Ball « Marsal Family School of Education ¢ University of Michigan « Ann Arbor, MI 48109



Where are the discretionary spaces
in YOUR work that matter for

students’ flourishing?
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THANK YOU!

dball@umich.edu

@3[\% https://deborahloewenbergball.com/
X @deborah_ball
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https://twitter.com/deborah_ball

Image on slides 7-8:

Photo from “Protest erupts in Phoenix after viral video shows police fatally shooting
man in parked car,” by Allyson Chiu, The Washington Post.

Retrieved from https://www.washingtonpost.com/nation/2020/07/06/phoenix-protest-

police-shooting/

Image on slides 7-8:
Graphic from “Why don't black and white Americans live together?,” by Rajini

Vaidyanathan, BBC News.
Retrieved from https://www.bbc.com/news/world-us-canada-35255835

Image on slides 7-8:
Graphic from “Housing Segregation In Everything” by Code Switch, National Public

Radio.
Retrieved from https://www.npr.org/sections/codeswitch/2018/04/11/601494521/video-

housing-segregation-in-everything
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Graphic from “The Criminal Justice Reform Plans of 2020: And Why Kamala Harris’ is
the Best,” by Mia Brett, Medium.
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Image on slides 7-8:
Graphic from “Lack of health insurance and U.S. mortality,” PNHP.
Retrieved from https://pnhp.org/news/lack-of-health-insurance-and-u-s-mortality/
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Photo from “Why You Need an Experienced Real Estate Agent” by Elizabeth Weintraub,

the balance.
Retrieved from https://www.thebalance.com/experienced-real-estate-agents-1798883

This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-Noncommercial-NoDerivatives 4.0
International License: https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/
© 2024 Deborah Loewenberg Ball « Marsal Family School of Education ¢ University of Michigan « Ann Arbor, Ml 48109

[®) ov-nc-np |


https://medium.com/@miabrett/the-criminal-justice-reform-plans-of-2020-and-why-kamala-harris-is-the-best-e764db85c728
https://medium.com/@miabrett/the-criminal-justice-reform-plans-of-2020-and-why-kamala-harris-is-the-best-e764db85c728
https://pnhp.org/news/lack-of-health-insurance-and-u-s-mortality/
https://www.thebalance.com/experienced-real-estate-agents-1798883

Image on slides 9-11:

Photo from “Black doctors earn less than white peers, study reveals” by Stacy M. Brown,
The Philadelphia Tribune.

Retrieved from https://www.phillytrib.com/lifestyle/health/black-doctors-earn-less-than-

white-peers-study-reveals/article_2d359910-85c8-524b-b6d2-15d1705ad762.htm|
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“Police.” by Flickr user G20 Voice
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Photo from “Want to be a poll worker? Philly says it's responding to ‘unprecedented’
number of applicants” by Ximena Conde, WHYY

Retrieved from https://whyy.org/articles/want-to-be-a-poll-worker-philly-says-its-
responding-to-unprecedented-number-of-applicants/
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Photo from “Trump Rioters Storm U.S. Capitol (photos),” Variety

Retrieved from https://variety.com/gallery/trump-rioters-storm-us-capitol-
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Photo from “20 Classroom Interventions for Children with Anxiety Disorders” by Jerry

Kennard, Ph.D., HealthCentral.
Retrieved from https://www.healthcentral.com/article/20-classroom-interventions-for-

children-with-anxiety-disorders
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Photo from “10 Ways Well-Meaning White Teachers Bring Racism Into Our Schools” by

Jamie Utt, everyday feminism.
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